Library Research Project
Creating Ownership through technology
in the Large Ensemble Classroom

Positive Outcomes:

· Students work throughout the project in various sizes of groups

· Students learn to access publishers’ websites on the internet

· Students work cooperatively to research and rank music based on many factors, including but not limited to: style, subject matter, and difficulty level

· Students gain an understanding of the music selection process
· Students utilize the current inventory of music in the library, therefore saving money for the program
· Students attain a sense of pride and ownership for the performance in which they are creating
Limitations:

· Physical; such as library/computer lab size, layout, and accessibility

· Logistical; such as group sizes, sectional rehearsals, and supervision
Materials:

· Accessible music library and computer lab with internet access

· Handouts and forms (Included)
· Projector and screen (Smartboard optional) in the ensemble room

· Computer connected to a stereo in the ensemble room
Library Research Project
Project Outline
Preparation (minimum of 2class periods)


1. Provide tours of your music library and computer lab

2. Facilitate sectional discussions regarding individual instrument comforts/restrictions (especially range)

3. Facilitate sectional presentations on material discussed

4. Lead a group review of time/key signatures, note reading (treble & bass clefs), grade levels, music publisher’s websites/you tube, etc.
5. Separate students into small groups (threes or fours) & sections for sectionals
Individual Research (minimum of 2 class periods)
6. Sections rotate to music library to select music

7. Students work individually in computer lab to research their piece, listen to recordings & complete a report

8. Group members share findings/recordings, discuss & rank the selections together as a seam
9. Students drop off top ranked selections & return all other selections to your music library (all report sheets are handed in)

Group Research (3-4 pieces per class period)
10. Reveal top tanked selections to the ensemble

11. Distribute grading sheets and music to the ensemble

12. Share short recordings before sightreading a pre-selected portion of each piece

13. Students grade the selections in real-time, including positive & constructive comments
Selection (minimum 1 class period)
14. Facilitate a discussion & activity to narrow the number of selections down to a pre-determined number
15. Work as an ensemble to prepare the music for performance

16. Teams whose music was selected are asked/required to create standard or video program notes for the performance

Performance
17. Students perform concert comprised of their selections

