Choosing the Right Classroom Assessment-

These assessment methods are most likely to produce accurate results for different learning targets or styles:
	LEARNING

TARGET


	ASSESSMENT METHOD

	
	Selected

Response

	Extended Written

Response
	Performance

Assessment
	Personal

Communication

	Knowledge

Mastery
(Mastery Learner)
	Good match for assessing mastery of elements of knowledge.
	Good match for tapping understanding of relationships among elements of knowledge.
	Not a good match-too time-consuming to cover everything.
	Can be used if assessor asks questions, evaluates answers, and infers mastery-but a time-consuming option.

	Reasoning

Proficiency
(Understanding Learner)
	Good match only for assessing understanding of some patterns of reasoning out of context.
	Written descriptions of complex problem solutions can provide a window into reasoning proficiency.
	Assessor can watch students solve some problems and infer their reasoning proficiency.
	Can be used if assessor asks student to “think aloud” or asks follow-up questions to probe reasoning.

	Skills
(Interpersonal Learner)
	Not a good match.  This method can assess mastery of the knowledge the students need to perform the skill well, but cannot measure the skill itself.
	Not a good match.  This method can assess mastery of the knowledge the students need to perform the skill well, but cannot measure the skill itself.
	Good match.  Assessor can observe and evaluate skills as they are being performed.
	Strong match when skill is oral communication proficiency; not a good match otherwise.

	Ability to Create Products
(Self-Expressive Learner)
	Not a good match.  Can assess mastery of the knowledge students need to create quality of products themselves.
	Strong match only when the product is written.  Not a good match when the product is not written.
	Good match.  Can assess the attributes of the product itself.
	Not a good match.


Knowledge Targets – 


Facts and concepts we want students to know

Reasoning Targets –


Using knowledge to solve a problem

Skill Targets – 


Using knowledge to perform or demonstrate a specific skill

Product Targets – 


Asking students to create something 
To increase accuracy in selected response assessment formats:

· Keep wording simple and focused (aim for the lowest possible reading level)

· Avoid providing inadvertent clues or obvious correct answers

· Highlight crucial words (most, least, except, not) 

To increase effectiveness of other assessment formats, we must*:

· Provide timely and clear feedback (especially for formative assessments) 

· Connect the feedback to learning and the steps necessary for the student to move forward

· Use specific, descriptive feedback linked to the learning targets 

*Develop, adapt, and use rubrics that assist us in gathering and sharing feedback from various assessment formats
